
Your 
Fundraising 

Guide
Ideas and inspiration for raising vital funds 

to protect Borneo’s amazing rainforests 
and wildlife



Welcome to Borneo Nature Foundation’s fundraising guide. 
You are here because like us you care and have made a great 
first step in supporting our conservation efforts by reading this 
guide. We are working to protect the magnificent rainforests of 
Borneo and secure a safer future for some of the world’s most 
important forests. We need people like you to support this work 
and we hope this guide will provide all the ideas, inspiration 
and resources you need for your fundraising journey. 

Our work is vital to restore and protect some of the last remaining 
tropical rainforests in Borneo, to provide a home for its native 
wildlife, like the Critically Endangered Bornean orangutan, and 
for indigenous communities, who depend on the existence of 
healthy forests to survive. We partner with local stakeholders to 
implement conservation actions, based on scientific research, 
and we empower community-led initiatives to protect forests 
and wildlife. 

BNF values community efforts as we can’t do this work alone. 
Our work is simply not possible without supporters, like you, 
spreading the word and raising funds for our cause. We’re so 
grateful for your support and all funds raised will go directly to 
changing our world for the better. 

Please email us at info@borneonature.org to tell us about your 
plans, and we will provide the support and resources needed 
for fundraising success. Don’t forget to share your fundraising 
stories with us! We would love to hear from you and support 
you every step of the way!

Thank you, 

Borneo Nature Foundation Team
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We need you

Follow us on

Our website

borneo.nature

@borneonature
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Simple Steps
Fundraising for BNF

Raising money to 
support our vital 

conservation work 
couldn’t be easier!

05

02

04

Choose an event or challenge 

Send us your funds

Set a date

Do it!

You may have an idea already in mind, or check out the upcoming pages for 
idea inspirations for idea inspirations. Perhaps you’re a keen cyclist looking for 
the next challenge, a talented baker or simply have too much stuff you need to 
sell and free up space in your home! Use your passion and talent to help protect 
Borneo’s rainforests while having fun at the same time!

If you’ve set up a JustGiving page for BNF, then your funds will be directly sent to 
us. If you’ve collected offline donations (i.e. cash) or using another fundraising 
platform, go to page 12 and fill in a paying in form.

You need others to make your fundraising a success. So channel your inner gibbon 
and sing it from the trees or rooftops! Share your event or challenge on your social 
media pages, or on personal blogs and websites. Contact local newspapers and 
radios to raise awareness. Request your fundraising toolkit via the BNF website to 
receive some handy poster and invite templates. Keep us up to date on your plans 
and don’t forget to tag us in your social media posts using @borneonature.

Remember if you’re asking people to donate online, set up your JustGiving page 
selecting Borneo Nature Foundation as your charity (see page “How to Donate” 
for more information on paying in your funds).
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Make sure you pick a date that gives you plenty of time to plan your event 
or challenge. Setting a date far in advance will also ensure more people can 

attend and no room for excuses! Also check the date does not clash with other 
important events – like national elections or public holidays - so you get people’s 

full attention and attendance.
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03 Spread the word
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You’ve done the preparation, now enjoy it! 

There’s a reason it’s called a fun’draising!
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How Your Fundraising 
Can Help Us

Empower a conservation generation. Fund 1 month of transport for our 
education team to widen the reach of their activities in different 
communities.

Give a dam! Build a dam to block drainage canals, re-wetting the peat to 
prevent habitat degradation and reduce the risk of fires.  

Grow the forest. Monthly running cost for one Community Seedling 
Nursery, growing 10,000 trees ready for planting in deforested areas.

Keep firefighters safe. Donate a motor-tricycle for frontline community 
firefighting teams to ensure they are well-equipped for tackling any 
blazes. 

Support local communities. Establish a new Community Seedling Nursery in 
a village next to the rainforest and critical orangutan habitat.  

Protect orangutan habitat. Monthly cost to monitor and protect our current 
reforestation area. 
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Meet our Orange 
Residents

Meet Gracia and Gara, two of Sebangau’s most iconic residents. Gracia is the 
matriarch of an amazing family. She is more than 25 years old and has three 
children. Georgia, her eldest, has just had a son of her own, named Gus. Gretel, her 
second daughter has just reached the age of independence and is learning how to 
live on her own. Gara is her youngest, a playful 4-year old who gives Gracia quite 
the run around! Gracia and her family live in an area of forest close to our research 
camp, but were forced out of part of their home by devastating forest fires in 2015. 
They are now all doing well, but we are working to reforest the burned area where 
they had previously ranged. 
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Challenges 
for Conservation!

Run for Rainforests! 
Dust off your trainers, lace up and register for a run. Whether it be a 5K, 10K, half-
marathon or a mighty full marathon, you’ll be raising funds to protect Borneo’s 
rainforests and wildlife, while getting fit at the same time! Check out this Running 
Calendar for upcoming events around the world!

Cycle for Conservation! 
Cycling can be a great way to see the country and get fit! Take part in a race or simply 
set yourself a meaningful distance. Why not cycle 50 miles to plant 50 trees? Push 
those pedals around your local area or check out https://en.eurovelo.com/ for official 
European cycle routes and organised tours!

Give it up for Great Apes! 
Your challenge doesn’t have to be a physical one. Pledge to give up something you 
love to raise awareness on the plight of orangutans. Meat, chocolate, wine, social 
media, whatever you want a detox from!

Walk for Wildlife! 
Get outside and enjoy the fresh air that we can thank our rainforests for! You could 
hike invigorating coastal paths, rolling hilltops or venture further afield on an 
overseas expedition to conquer a wild trek!  

BorneoNatureFoundation
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After establishing our community seedling nursery project in 2018, we 
have now planted over 50,000 seedlings in burned areas of forest to 
restore critical orangutan habitat! Our next goal is 1 million trees by 2025!

We have specially designed a BNF Fundraising Toolkit packed full of resources, such as sponsorship 
forms, BNF t-shirt designs, posters, leaflets, donation boxes and more! Please send us an email at info@
borneonature.org to request yours today!
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Have Fun for Forests!
Indonesian-inspired 
dinner party!

Second Hand Sale

Have you ever tried Indonesian cuisine before? If not, you’re missing out! Cook up a 
storm inspired by the very place you’re raising money for and impress your friends 
with a tasty, feel-good feast. Check out our camp cook Lis’ Gado-Gado recipe on page 
9, always a crowd-pleaser!

We all have too much stuff, and buying second hand is good for the planet and 
people! Organise a stall or mini-shop at your school, university, work place, local 
community group and sell your unwanted books, clothes, plants, toys or anything 
else you may have lying around gathering dust! As they say, one person’s trash is 
another’s treasure!

Wear Orange for Orangs! 

Knit, Make or Paint for Nature

Wildlife Quiz

Bake Sale/Coffee Morning

Need an excuse to get out of your tired school/work uniform? Bring out your 
wackiest orange-coloured clothing to show your support for BNF’s work protecting 
vital orangutan habitat. Ask participants to make a donation and spread the word 
about rainforest conservation in Borneo!

Use your talent to raise money for us! Whether you’re skilled with the knitting 
needle, can make some jazzy jewellery, or are a gifted artist, hold a showcase or 
auction to sell your pieces and help us save rainforests.

Check out our Borneo-themed quiz round on page 10! Host a quiz at home, your 
school or work place, or maybe at  your local pub or bar. You can use the quiz as part 
of a larger fundraising event or as a standalone fundraiser.

Channel your inner Mary Berry and use your culinary skills to tempt others into a 
tasty treat for a good cause!
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Halloween/Easter/Christmas Themed Party

ANYTHING-a-thon

Tis the season to throw a party, so why not do it for a good cause! Create some 
rainforest-themed Christmas decorations, carve a tropical masterpiece into your 
Halloween pumpkin or give people the treat of a BNF sticker or badge in their goodie 
bag!

The idea is to choose anything you can do for a really long time, and the more people 
who can get involved the better! A ‘bike-a-thon’ - cycle for 24 hours. A ‘bean-a-thon’ 
- sit in a bath of baked beans for a day. A dance-a-thon – get as many people as you 
can to dance for as long as you like! Guaranteed to attract attention, so make sure 
you have your BNF donation box ready!

Film Screening

Car Wash

Charity ConcertCharity Concert

Birthday, Wedding, Anniversary, Legacy gifts

You can’t beat a good movie night! Ask your friends and family to donate to 
watch one of our favourite movies or documentaries on the big screen. Our top 
recommendations are ‘Red Ape’, ‘David Attenborough’s A life on Our Planet’, ‘Racing 
Extinction’, and BBC’s ‘Earth Tropical Islands’ series which features the BNF team 
making an incredible orangutan discovery in the Sebangau Forest.

Offer to wash your family’s, friends’ or neighbours’ cars for a fee and donate the 
money raised to BNF.

Can you sing, dance or play an instrument? Part of a band, choir or orchestra? Put on 
a concert in aid of BNF!
Can you sing, dance or play an instrument? Part of a band, choir or orchestra? Put on 
a concert in aid of BNF!

Instead of receiving gifts, why not ask your friends and family to 
donate to help save the rainforest. You could ask people to buy trees 
(equal to your age or anniversary year), grown by local community 
members, to plant in damaged areas of the rainforest.

We have a specially-made BNF Fundraising Toolkit packed full of resources, such as 
donation boxes, posters, bunting, social media banners, stickers and more! Send us an 
email at info@borneonature.org to request yours today!

Borneo
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Lis’ Gado-Gado 
Recipe

Gado-Gado is an Indonesian-style salad 
with the key ingredient being peanut 
sauce. It is usually served as a selection 

of blanched or steamed vegetables (such 
as potatoes, carrots, beansprouts, spinach, 
cucumber and tomato), fried tofu and tempeh, 
boiled eggs and lontong – a steamed rice cake 
(this can be omitted or swapped for standard rice 
if not available). This dish is usually served cold, 
although some non-Indonesian people prefer a 
warm take on this classic. This recipe is inspired 
by our Sebangau camp cook Lis’ recipe. A firm 
favourite at BNF and super easy to make!

Ingredients:
For the sauce:
150g peanut butter
1 tbsp soy sauce
2 red chillies, finely chopped
1 garlic clove, finely chopped
2 tsp dark brown sugar
Juice of ½ a lime
150ml water

For the salad:
2 tbsp vegetable oil
250g potatoes, chopped into small cubes
2 large carrots, thickly sliced and quartered
250g white cabbage, shredded
100g green beans, cut into approx. 3cm lengths
200g tofu, drained, pressed and cut into small 
cubes
100g beansprouts
¼ of a cucumber, thickly sliced and quartered
150g jasmine rice*
2 boiled eggs*
Prawn crackers*
* = optional

Method: 

1. Prepare the sauce. Add peanut butter, soy 
sauce, chopped chillies, chopped garlic, brown 
sugar and lime juice to a bowl. Add the water 
gradually so it is not too runny and whisk 
together until smooth. The consistency should 
be slightly thinner than pancake batter.

2. OPTIONAL: Wash the rice under cold water 
and boil in 260ml water for 20 minutes. Keep 
checking that all the water has not been 
absorbed, add a little more if necessary. Bring 
another pan of water to the boil, then add the 
eggs and cook for 7 minutes. Place them in 
cold water once finished cooking and allow to 
cool before peeling and slicing.  

3. Heat the oil in a non-stick frying pan and add 
the tofu. Fry for a few minutes on each side 
until golden, then transfer to a plate lined with 
kitchen towel.

4. Bring three pans of salted water to the boil 
and add the potato, carrot, and cabbage to 
each. Cook for ~10 mins until just about soft. 
Remove the vegetables from the pans (leaving 
the water in one) and set aside.

5. Use the pan with water remaining to boil the 
green beans for 2-3 mins until just tender.

6. Portion out the potato, carrot, cabbage, green 
beans, beansprouts, tofu, rice*, into four bowls 
and drizzle with the peanut sauce. Garnish 
with the chopped cucumber, boiled eggs*, and 
serve prawn crackers on the side*. Alternatively, 
you can place each kind of vegetable/tofu/rice* 
in separate bowls arranged on a platter for 
people to serve themselves.
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Let’s Get Quizzical

Q1. How many countries make up the island of Borneo?
(A: 3 – Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei).
Q2. How much forest has been lost on Borneo since 1973?
A 10%, B 30%, C 60%
(A: B 30%)
Q3. Which great ape species is found on the island of Borneo?
(A: Bornean orangutan)
Q4. How much DNA do we share with orangutans?
A 78%; B 90%; C 96%
(A: C 96%)
Q5. Borneo has a high level of species endemism. What does endemism mean?
(A: Species that are not found anywhere else in the world).
Q6. What does the word ‘orangutan’ mean in English?
A: Orange ape; B: Person of the forest; C: Hairy man
(A: B Person of the forest)
Q7. Which natural resource did the British and Dutch want control over in Borneo between the 
1600’s and 1800’s? (HINT: Something you can consume).
(A: Pepper - There are about 2000 species of plants which produce peppercorns!)
Q8. Orangutans have the longest period they are dependent on their mothers of any animal, 
except humans. How long do orangutans stay with their mothers before becoming independent?
(A: 8 years; give 1 year either way) 
Q9. The island of Borneo is 748,000 km2, making it the ___ largest island in the world.
(A: Third)
Q10. In the rainforests of Borneo, there is a plant which when flowering, smells like rotten flesh. 
True or false?
(A: True – it is called the Rafflesia arnoldii or the corpse lily. It smells like rotting flesh to attract flies 
and other insects to pollinate it).
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Top Tips Here are some helpful tips and tricks to make 
the most of your fundraising!

05

02

Do something you love 

Set up an online donation page 

Be Official 

However you choose to raise money, you should have fun doing it! If you’re 
enjoying yourself, you’ll put in more time and effort, and others will see your 
passion encouraging them to donate more. 

By setting up a JustGiving page, you can link your page directly to us (search 
for ‘Borneo Nature Foundation’). This is a great way to raise awareness of your 
fundraising and provide an easy way for friends, family and colleagues to donate 
online. 

You’re raising funds to save the rainforest, so remember to keep your 
challenge or event as green as possible. If you’re cooking, avoid products 
containing unsustainable palm oil and go veggie. Go paperless as much as 
possible. Stay local to reduce fossil fuel emissions.

Make sure to email us at info@borneonature.org to get your fundraising toolkit 
containing BNF-branded materials and information you can provide to your 

donors.

04 Be Social 

Use Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and any other social media 
platform to promote your fundraising. Don’t forget to tag @

BorneoNature and use the hashtag #backingBNF.

03 Keep it Green

01
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BNF’s innovative reforestation project was chosen as one 
of the winners of the Uplink 1 Trillion Trees challenge at 
the World Economic Forum.

Borneo
Nature

Foundation

Fun
Fact

11 



How to Donate

Online Donation Offline Donation

In Indonesian language (Bahasa Indonesia), 
the word ‘hutan’ means ‘forest’.

The easiest way to donate your 
funds is through JustGiving. 
Simply set up your fundraising 
page linked to ‘Borneo Nature 
Foundation’ and any donations 
made will go directly to 
us. This means we can use 
them for essential rainforest 
protection and restoration 
straight away. 

Some events simply can’t raise 
money online, for example 
a bake sale, charity concert 
or a second hand stall. In our 
fundraising toolkit, we provide 
a sponsorship form and pay-in 
form so you can transfer your 
offline funds to us in a secure 
way.
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Thank You
Thank you so much for your interest and time in fundraising 

for BNF! We will support you through every step of your 
fundraising journey, share your efforts on our social media and 

provide you with a thank you certificate when your activities 
have been completed.

If you have any questions, please contact us at 
info@borneonature.org. 
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