
RUNGAN
VOLUNTEER EXPEDITION



Borneo Nature Foundation (BNF) is a not-
for-profit conservation and research 

organisation. We were established in 1999 in 
Central Kalimantan (the Indonesian part of 
Borneo) to study, protect and restore some 
of the most important tropical rainforests in 
Borneo, to safeguard the biodiversity found 
there and the important cultural values the 
forest has for indigenous people. 

Our newest initiative is the Rungan Forest 
Conservation Programme, where we are 
working with highly skilled local stakeholders 
to preserve the 135,000 Ha, unprotected 
Rungan forest which contains one of the 
largest populations (>2000) of the critically 
endangered Bornean orangutan found 
outside protected areas. The people of 

Mungku Baru, a small village on the Rungan 
River, were the first to raise awareness of the 
need for conservation efforts in the area when 
their sacred ulin forest, which is rich in wildlife, 
became at risk from conversion to acacia 
plantation.

To be effective, conservation strategies need 
to be built on solid scientific foundations. 
BNF research in Rungan currently focuses on 
three key areas: (i) assessing orangutan and 
gibbon population density; (ii) describing 
and mapping the different habitat types 
found in the Rungan forest; and (iii) surveying 
biodiversity and monitoring key indicator 
species in all habitat types. And this is where 
you come in…

WHAT IS 
BORNEO NATURE FOUNDATION?



This summer we will conduct our fifth 
volunteer expedition in Rungan forest.

In 2016 we did the first expedition to the 
area in collaboration with Universitas 
Muhammadiyah Palangkaraya. These 
expeditions are essential to support the 
biodiversity, show the ecological importance 
of this forest, make the case for conservation 
and demonstrate the harmful impact of 
logging and land conversion. 

As well as generating much-needed 
employment opportunities and financial 
benefits for the local community, BNF builds 
capacity for long-term, locally led ecological 
research in Rungan by providing training for 
local students, researchers and conservation 
area managers, and working with a number 
of local partners to implement successful 
conservation projects. 

This expedition will be carried out in 
partnership with scientists and students from 
the Universitas Muhammadiyah Palangkaraya 

and supported by local field assistants from 
Mungku Baru village who have an intimate 
knowledge of this forest. We have an 
ambitious conservation programme planned 
for Rungan and your participation will help 
us to implement this programme which will 
make an important contribution to getting 
the Rungan forest the protected status it so 
urgently needs.

No prior experience in the field is necessary. 
The only requirements are to be 18 years 
old or above, and to be physically and 
mentally fit. Please note that this is a very 
challenging expedition in a humid and 
remote environment. But, in return for your 
enthusiasm and willingness to come and 
join us in the field, we offer a rewarding and 
unique experience, a window into a career 
in conservation biology, a chance to share 
exciting times with new friends and, hopefully, 
an unforgettable experience which will help to 
secure a future for the Rungan forest and life it 
supports.

WHY JOIN
THE RUNGAN VOLUNTEER EXPEDITION?



As a volunteer, you will join our field scientists 
and local research assistants, receive training 
in and gain an in-depth understanding of 
the biodiversity monitoring projects being 
conducted in Rungan.

After a short stay in town for last minute 
shopping, your journey to Rungan will start! 
Before reaching Rungan camp, you will pass 
by Mungku Baru village, where you will also 
stay overnight at the end of the expedition 
for an education activity. Mungku Baru is a 
traditional village with basic accommodation: 
don’t expect a three-stars hotel, but a shared-
room in a traditional wooden-house. For 
the rest of the expedition, you will live in the 
forest in the temporary research camp. Once 
in camp, the volunteers will be introduced to 
the Rungan forest and learn about BNF’s long- 
and short-term research projects. Flexibility is 
essential as schedules can be changed at short 
notice. You will be spending long hours in the 
field, sometimes starting as early as 4am.

Volunteers will assist with a variety of tasks 
allocated according to the needs of the 
foundation and weather conditions at the 
time. These may include, but not be limited to:
• Being trained by the local field team across 

all activities including learning about 

primate population density, biodiversity 
(camera traps, butterfly, dragonfly, fish...) 
and habitat characteristics.

• Building a species list of all wildlife 
encountered

• Joining BNF’s education team teaching 
local school children about the forest 
and conservation. The education team 
will explain the education project during 
the introduction talk in Palangkaraya 
and invite you to  brainstorm all together 
during your days off/free time in camp to 
create games or pedagogic material linked 
to environmental education.

• Assisting with tasks that are essential to 
keep research projects running smoothly 
such as transect tagging, repairing research 
equipment

• Daily camp chores such as cleaning public 
areas, washing up, collecting rubbish. 
Maybe some cooking if the camp cooks will 
allow it….

 During your time in Rungan, you will hopefully 
have a chance to observe or listen to some of 
the magnificent wildlife that calls this forest 
home. But seeing wildlife is not as easy as it 
sounds! Our advice: Open your eyes; open 
your ears; use all your senses and don’t forget 
to check out the small stuff!

WHAT 
WILL YOU EXPERIENCE?



You will be based at a small, remote research 
camp in the Rungan forest, part of the Rungan 
River Landscape in Central Kalimantan, 
Indonesian Borneo. 

This is an extremely interesting environment, 
with areas of tall forest including the majestic 
ulin (ironwood) tree, undulating diverse heath 
forest on sandy soils interspersed with dense 
patches of swampy kerangas and peat forest. 
This is a rich site for wildlife, with orangutans, 
gibbons and several other species of primate 
found here. Other notable wildlife includes 
the sun bear, bearded pig, leopard cat, muntjac 
deer, porcupines, civets, treeshrews, water 
monitors, pythons, and many species of bird 
including the rhinoceros hornbill and endemic 
Bornean bristlehead; not to mention a broad 
diversity of amphibian, fish and invertebrate 
species.

A simple base camp made from wood and 
tarpaulin has been constructed inside 
the forest with dormitory-style camp bed 
accommodation, kitchen and dining areas and 
washing and toilet facilities. Conditions are 
very basic, with drinking water boiled from 
the river, bathing in the river, rice-sack beds, 
generator-driven electricity in the evenings 
only, and communications by satellite phone. 
There is no internet or phone connection. 
The camp is three hours from the nearest city 
of Palangka Raya, reached by a combination 
of car, boat, motorcycle and on foot. You need 
to be ready for those conditions as being 
isolated and out of your comfort zone can be 
a wonderful experience as well as emotionally 
stressful if not prepared.

WHERE 
WILL YOU BE BASED?



Indonesia is situated on the equator, and 
therefore has a tropical climate consisting of a 
wet and dry season. In Borneo, the wet season 
is approximately from October to May, and the 
dry season from June to September. The dry 
season is usually (but not exclusively) a little 
hotter. Both the wet and dry seasons can last 
longer than expected. Sudden downpours and 
tropical storms are to be expected throughout 
the year, and fires and smoke pollution can be 
a problem during long dry seasons. 

The Rungan river landscape is flat and open 
in places, but can be dense and flooded in 
others. Walking can be extremely hard work, 
and falling over and getting muddy are rites of 
passage!     

Typical daytime shade temperatures are 32ºC 
at base camp or in the towns and 27ºC in the 
forest. Even if most nights are still quite hot, 
the temperature might drop up to 7-9°C in the 
forest, so it can feel quite cool compared to 
town.

Hazards in the forest range from mosquitoes 
and slippery tree stilt roots through to 
venomous snakes, spiders and scorpions. 
Before you start assisting with our projects, 
you will be given an introduction to the forest 
and its risks. All our training sessions will be 
carried out in English, so a good understanding 
of the English language is required for health 
and safety purposes.

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE
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